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Profeoaor Robert S . Rreed 
6 Sunset Drive 
Geneva, Ww York 

Dear Profeeeor Breed: 

I was glad to reoeive Profeseor Esderberg'a com m ent8 
on nom enclature for bacteriophges. It m ay be that I ehorild have 
written on page 1138 of the M anual "wh%n heatad in the preaencs of 
61porea" instead of 'then heated fn 8por68", because it dme nd m m  
to be olaar from  the paper in Journal of Racteriology jZJ:lS-23 
whether the hactario~hage ~38 inside the spores or only cle8vher8 in 
the culture. Fortunately, the sacond statsm nt in the text,under 
the heading therm &  inactivation,8eems to state the caaa m ore 
3uauratal.y. If the phrase m entioned above wae not what Profeesor 
Lederberg thought to be contradictory to statem ents In the original 
paper, perhape he till explain more fully. 

I va8 &ad to note that Professor Lederberg cons-ldered 
data on viruslea affooting plant6 and anim als possibly adequate to 
adm it the application of binom ial nom enclature, and hope that he m ay 
later fesl that the BBKOB ia true for bacteriophagea, the natural 
olaasificatlon of which ha6 indeed lagged I.n recsnt venra. 

I am alwaye glad to have qecifio critlciems  of nom en- 
clature for vlruaee and have m ade 3 notes of' the ay%rent need for 3 
@ light change of phraseology in the -gm m m t inetanos, a8 indicated 
in the firet paragraph of thie letter. I enclose herewith a copy 
of my  letter to Professor Lederberg In which I havs quoted the two 
sentences from  the or!ginal paper on which, to a large extent, the 
etatem ente on page 1138 of the M anual wwe baaed. 

Sincerely yours, 

F . 0. Holm a. 
CC: Prof. J. LsderbcPrg 
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